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WYCOMBE DIE FIGHTING | 
















































































By “I8THRIAN " 
GILLINGHAM 1; WYCOMBE WANDERERS 1 


Gillingham : Metland; deckeen, Bhigley; 
Plighe!, Ralaigh, Liddle. 


Barlieg, Foroen Nigh; Bothell, Pureall, 


wycembo Wandarers |J. E. Kipplagi 8. Crump, R. 8. Con; 7. 0. Ranes, L. R, Badriah, 


A. Greanwall; A. d. Varney, 6. Gimmens, 
Referee : F. Ratelifte. 


y *¥COMBE Wanderem, in thelr PA. 
y Cup encounter with Gillingham last 
satuntay, muat have felt rather lke & boy 
nt a new achool whe finda that hie teacher 
in not paally a tyasnt alter ail, 

After half an boura play it came aa a 
she? to find that thea much-vaunted 
profeadanale -eith all their thouraad and 
ane methula of tenining -are mally only 
human, and ean shoot wide, lunn control 
of the hall, mia chances and mako mie 
Tahew, Like mere amateur, 

Wreeatntis atabeart opposition came ua 
a anrprise to the Gillingham crowd (num 
berne about 6400), whi hed expected to 
nee rework display by their favourites | 
reaniing in the complete annt hilation of! 
the vtom,  Noverthelea they gave the 
Wrenmba team a very sperting: reception, 
and cheered the equaliser aa heartily 
aa Gilingham'a own goal 


A draw wana very fair eranlt on tho run oli 
ef the play; for although Cillinghaui's gout | 
rratttedt frome a fube of the wind, there were 
at leant thee occasions when s goal seemed \ 
more probable, and even if the fluke 
had nat ovcurred Gillingham would bavo 
derved at raat one goal, But it waa not 
ants in the Wyeambe goalmouth that the 
“close nhages” happened; and several 
timea Holland, the Gillingbara keapar, 
muat have thanked hia stara for a lucky 
ave. Infact, during the last Afteen minutes 
after Hraisher had scored hie splendid 
equalising goal, the Gillingham team was 
hadty rattled and only very bad luck 
prevented frst Browa ‘and thea Britnell 
from eacuring. ‘ 

Wycombe, as B team ` played mag- 
nifleently, and the defensive. work was 
particularly tino; not only did Kipping, 
Cow and Crump, who have never played 
better. go all aut to prevent scoring, but 
they gore so thoruurhly and wholoheartedly 
supported by the halves that much of the 
ating was taken out of tho Gillingham 
attack before fae frt half mee ee 
thia in face of the strong win 
the home team gained by winning the toaa. 
Radrick wes magniticent in the persistency 
with whieh he countered innumerable 
attacks from the bunched ‘up Gillingham 
for@arda; ond he also was clever in initiating 
motemente, his headwork being especially 


gond. 
n wes » dhbappõintmont to Kipping, 
after 30 minutes, during which he bad a 


: jhe most spectacular clearances, to see 


_ brilliant attacking, Simmons’ spsed, and 


x 


the wind ting by @ hair's breadth 
irom, hin a T bands, 6 long, 
batludued nhot from Liddle, which he was 
obviously fully prepared to, catch, 
Wycambe's latest attacking combleatioa 
with Hrown at centre and Simmons at 
innidp left, once more proved very effective, 
guy maintaining the form of the previous 
week, ont almost reaching Amateur Cap 
winning heights. In faet, it waa the tean 
that won the Amateur Cup, with the 
exception of Varney. Beown's akilful ball 
control and clever parsing, Broisher’s 


Varney'n and Britnell'’s swift wing play, 
and auddon ralde on the UtiHagham goal, 
were all well combined in an attacking 
ayatam that waa the more useful because 
it was. kept woll opencd.out, and the 
OGillingham backs and halves (of whom the | 
wing halves -High nnd Darling——were 
outlatanding) wera kept buay. The home 
attack made the mistake of plaving too 
clone a game, and Nicol, the contre forward, 
had his style cramped by linding himself 
tan chisely supported by Purcell and 
Raleigh. They attempted » “battering 
ram” system of attack, trying to break 
through the centre of Wycomton defences 
and usually tluding themselves thoroughly 
haulked by Cox, Cramp nnd Badeiek, 
Purcell, a footballer of euund experience, 
mide sevaral efforts to seora, but found 
tha defenee too atrong. Far too little use 
wan made of the wing men—-Liddle and 
Mhel- hoth of whom ware in excellent 
torm. 

Mrom the kick-off Wyeombe attacked, 
and certainly took Gillingham by surprise 
during the tira ten minutes, It waa Holland 
who bad to make the tirst clearance, and this 
early aucceas gavo the viuitors great contid- 
ance, Crump showed hix mettle with a great 
clearance, which enabled Varney to get 
away up the wing, only to spoil his effort. 
with a weak shot. Much ding-doag play 
rontiaued for nearly forty minutes, during 


another in tho leat second. 


W. Brown, F. 0, Bralener, A, T. Britnell, 


WANDERERS MAKE 
A BID FOR IT 





—BUT GILLINGHAM’S 
TECHNIQUE WINS 


By “ 8POT KIOK ” 


Wyeombe Wanderers 8; Glilingham 4 
Vyeombe: Kippiag; Orump, Gex; Rane, 
h Greenwell; Varney, Simmons 
Greva, @raleker, Britnell. 
Olitagham: Helland; Jackesa, pro | 
Feron Celina, Migh; @etkel, Purcell, 
ĉiloke! Gropper, Liddle, 


Perhaps it waa too much to expect. 
Wycombe Wanderere, footballera recrulted 
from all trades, failed egainat a hardly 
trained team of professionals who, after 
at Fore only earning thele bread and 
uttar, 

But what a crowd, end whet a game! 
Not since the Amateur Cup Anal vwo geen 
ago, hea Wycombe been co hundred-por 
cent foutball-minded ea this week and eo 
attracted by a game aa by the replayed 
F.A. cap tio at Loskes Park on Wedn ay 

ractically all the male population of Hig 

ycombe wea concentrated Into o 
enclosures and around the terraces, Offices, 
factories, shops, even one of the eobools, 
hed all announced for the afternoon, 
“Gone to football’'—partly, probably, be- 
causa tho "bosses" wanted to eee tha @ 
and partly because thoy realised the tutility 
of trying to maintain the etandard of work. 
Chairmakers, pon-pushera, courtly alder: 
men and portly, police, grubby office boys 
and gorgeous gaffera had given work a 
miss and’ joined the party in tho rain, 
were parked from one end of Sufileld Road 
to tbe obher, cordons of police ahepherded 
tho crowds at the turnstiles and long before 
the start the atand was Aled. It might 
bave been a cup final, so great waa tho 
enthusiaam and excitement. x 
. And the game, Cox banged the ball 
Into hie own goal in the firat escond; Wy- 
combe equalized, went shead koroua 2 
enslty and kept ahead until half Əl 
hen & second half of relentless defence 
agalnat odds; two goals for Qillingham and 
Thoee ware 


the pick of the excitemente. No deéfence 
in amateur football to-day could have 
put up a more sterling o ition to all 


the profeasional wilea of the visitora than 
did Kipping, Crump, and Coz, who played 
a truly wonderful game, 


A TRAGIC MOMENT 


It wes a tragic moment for Cox when one 
of his characteristic slides shot the ball 

aat Kipping almost before the playera 
hed muddled thelr pants. But subsequently 
he played the game of his life. Except for 
occasional rallies Wycombe were on the 
defensive for the entire game and there 
were times when the goal hed miraculous 
escapes. Cox, aa often horizontal aa per- 
yendicular, Crump with bis cool heading and 
kicking and keen anticipation, rick, 
who moat nearly attains the impossible 
of being in two placea at the same time, 
Hance and Greenwell all packed the goal. 
Ho soon as a Gillingham forward had beaten 
one man, another was onhim,ad infinitum, 
Ami Kipping, It was a great day for that 
aprightly veteran. 

There was never any doubt which wea 
the better team, The Gillingham men 
seamed altogether bikger and more capable; 
there was somethl. grandly confident, 
almoat mechanical in thelr movemente 
compared with thoze of the Wanderem. 
They had two powerful wingers who 
repeatedly forced thelr way through and 
the combinstion between form and 
halvea, the passing and footwork, waa 
vastly superior to Wy.combe's, though 
{he marksmanship was very poor. A 
giant centre half, Collins, waa ia the right 

lace with ungzéettling conalstency and the 





which Kipping made fine eavea from Liddle, 
Raleigh and Nicol, aad aplendid efforts 
were made by Brown and Varney. Came 
a tense moment when Brown shot, Holand 
cleared, but Bralsher got to it, and slammed 
sit in again, only to ese Holland leap acroes 
the goal and catch the ball by inchea, 
Then only eis minutes before the half 
time whistle, LIDDLE received a pasa 


acka and halves dealt incisively with the 
Wycombe attacks, When Cox ba 

Liddte's aquare pass into the goal, I 
combe’s proapecte looked about as brigħt 
as the weather. Only mesa defence and 
the agillty of Kipping saved Wycombe in 
many 6 despe goalmouth encounter, 
Kipping show he greatest courage in 





acrosa the field from Bethell, and sent in 
n ilong dropping shot, which the wind 
awayed away from Kipping'e hands into 
the corner of the net. A minute or po 
Jatee Liddle tried again with a dash u 
the wing and a powerful ahot, whic 
Kipping saved easily. 

In the second balf Wycombe had the 
advantage of the strong weet wind, but 
found Gillingham preasing beavily to in- 
ervare their lead, and Kipping only just 
cleared when he punched out from a goal- 
mouth melée. A corer followed, from 
which Purcell shot wide. Fifteen minutes | 
before the end, Britnell got past the 
Gillingham halves, and alipped the ball 
across to Bredsher, who ran through th 
backs, who Kad bren playing well up-to 
throughout. Then when BRAISHER scored | 
with a long shot into the corner of the net, ! 
the Wycombe supportera broke loose, like i 
a lot of bluodhounds that bad bean pent up, 
Thunderous cheers from both Wycombe and 
Gillingham supporters continued for several 
minutes, @en hu each other, somebody 


played¢’a loud drum, aad one Wycombe 
auppoytor threw hin bowter hat at a potice- 
man'‘A jelmet—though it waa the wler 


that got the woret of it! 

After that, excitement reached fover- 
pitch. Anxious eyes watched every time 
the Gilhagham won went anywhere in the 
direction of Wycumbe's goal, and hearts 
baat luster as the Wycombe attack presead 
fop vieta Gillingham made one terrific 
effort. and a melée happened in Wycombe's 
goutmouth in which ne fewer than five 
Gillingham forwards shot for goal—but 
Wycombe's defeace han nover, besa flercer, 
and with the backs almoat on the goal lino 
with Kipping, and with the halves struggling 
dourly before them, the offort was oventu- 
ally vanquished, but only after several 
worrying momenta for the Wycombe 
following. he carner shot which followed 
was rent over, Und play waa removed to 
mid-deld. But now Qitingham wero going 
very much to piecea. Varney waa tackling 
brilliantly on the wing, and soon Brown 
got away, end wea only a few yards from 
the goal, when Bollaad rushed out to him, 
and managed to deflect the ball, from what 
Inoked like a certain goal. 

Only two or three minutes to 
Braisher breaks through, paeess to Britnell, 
who tries a long shot, but doa not allow: 
aufficiantly for the wind, and the ball goes 
outside the alde net. 


Samming up: It waa o thoronghly clean 
game, with much more cound, scientific 
football than is usually eon in a cup match. 

When tho opscial train from Gillingham 
to Wycombo arrived bome on Saturday 
evening, large crowds welcomed the team 
back, and the Wycombe Town Band 
played them through the town, down to 
“The Swan. where Badrick, the Captain, | 
thanked jue n «mall section of the cn: | 
thuninatic Wycombe following, tor 
magnaiioant support. 





ther | 


diving at the feet of the. forwards when 
they were kicking blindly in tho meles. 


THE CROWD ROARS 


Then Simmons, after much laboured 
munwuvring, broke through with Varney; 
and Brown, Britnell and Braisher in turn 
brought roara of acclamation with ezsaya 
at gòsl—just to show it could be dons. 
Urged on by the majority of 7,607 voices, 
yelling tn unison, the Wanderers ma 
It. raisher put through to _ Britnell, 
Britnell passed across to BROWN who 
caught the ball os the hop with hia left 
foot and ecored. What roar! and what 
a tense silence, when, five minutes later, 
BRAISHER took the ty awarded 
when Brown waa brought down—aad ecored 
with a flashing Braisherien drive, Seon 
afterwards Brown bead s glorious chance 
to ecore but he shot straight at Holland— 
and Wycombe's number was up ! 

It soon ame apparent in the second 
half that Wycombe could not keap up, 
successfully, thelr foveriah defence t 
the persistent Gilliņ'bam forwarde. The 
home goal survived, sometimes only by 
inches and seconds, for belf sn bour—then 
Cropper took a pam from the right and 
abot in before even Cox could precipitate 


himself upon him. Kippi made è des- 
airing plu but tho Bait was ta. Not 
ive minutes later tho vizitore wont ahead. 


Nichol, taking sdvantageo of a miskiek b 
Cox, planted the ball Wide of Kipplag’s 
outatretched hand. Wycombe tried dea- 
perately to recover bat bbo forwards not 
once appeared likely to pleroo the G i 
ham delence: As in tho fist half, Beli 
showed none of. bia former dash end initis. 
tive, Braisbor end Britaell were blotted 
out by elz-foot Collins and his myrmidong 
and the irrepressible Simmons and Varney 
were egaln the most active part of the line. 
fill tho last second, Coz, who now syn- 
chronised admirably sith ‘the mud of tins 
pitch, Crump, and Co., defended gallantty 

inst odds but before esying good by. 
Nichol, just to clinch tho matter, 
in a fourth. . 

But it was a groat gemo in spito of tho 
mud; well worth the extra time coveral 
thousands put ja to eso it. The fAnozzo 


d| of the pro. beat the onthusleam of the 


amateur. The Wyoorabe wing halvea, 
perbaps, were ao great shakes end the 
forwards lacked support but the defence 
waa aa üne an tho G ingham forwards wera 
erratic and could gob blamed for the 
two lapsas. 

What olsa could have attrected vach a 
crowd on to tho hiD on such a miserablo 
Wednesday afternoon and engendered ouch 
enthusiasm among all classes. And yot 
there are balf-wite who still preto about 
aoccer losing ite grip, England no longer a 
nation of aport lovora, Bab! 

But to ond on a note of triumph-—foe 
Wycombe covered themselves with glory 
—hurrab | 
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gave tbe Fourth Di 


of the season on Saturday ln tbe F.A. Cup elash at N 

rather the better of the play beleze the “ Cebblem’” more acewrate mario- 

manehip enabled them to amatch a bas 
Northampton, fully extended until the last minute of a thrilling game, 

ranked the Wanderers as one of the best sides to visit them this season. 

" ‘The attendance of 13,000 included something like 4,000) chance to score and Rockell; too, 





Wycombe followers, who 
special trains, and dozens 








car, and the Wanderers expec 


share of the ‘ gate’. 


GALLANT 
MAKE 
FIGH 


By “ ARGUS” 
Nerthemptea Towa 2, 
Wycombe Wanderers 0. 


THe mud-and-glery heroes of 
Wycombe Wanderers played 


their hearts out on Northamp- 
ton Town's glue-pot pitch and 
fought their professional rivals 
to a breathless standstill, 


Until staming and superior 
finishing told in the last 20 mia- 
utes it was the “Cobblers” who 
had to “hold” in desperation to 
Prevent the gallant amateurs 
from clinching a win, 


A strange reluctance to sheot, 
some geat goalkeeping by vet 
vran eg, Eivy, the former 
Blackburn Rovers goalkeeper, 
and the worst of the luck—these 
were the main factore that foiled 
Wycombe's gallant  "gisnte 
killing” bid. 

After the (BAi-e-mlauie game, 
there was many 6 partaa 
Cobbler williag to agree that the 
Wasiderers were unlucky lesers of 
the mest gemo seep en the 
Ablagtoa-road grogad tbls eene 
20a, 


Northampton 





had all their 


work cut out to hold the Waa: | 


derers for 70 minutes, before 
they managed to change the pat- 
tern of the game with a surprise 


goal. 
Wycombe were their equals in 
almost every department, and 


their superiors in many. = The 
professional outshone: the ama: 
ieurs in only one facet of the 
game—shooting. 


A beeltaacy to shoct—vremark- 
able for a ieam with eearly 68, 


goals to ite eredlt thls seasca— 


cot Wycombe a two or three 


goals’ laterval lead, 


EDWARDS OUT 


Hopes that Dennis 
the lamed “big 
Wycombe attack, would bi 


ht 
enough to make his come back 
were dashed on Saturday morn- 


aie by . decior's decision, 


versatile Michael Bockell, rapidly bTsed a 


p 





























VEN without thelr star markemas 
vision professionals, Northampton Town, tke 






Edwards, 
gun" of the 











2, Deanks Edwar 


























ade the 50-mile trip by two 
caches as well as by private. 
t to get about £600 as their 






i 


becoming the 
uulty man of the side, moved to 
msde-left and played very’ nobly 


Play -any where. 


agdamst the experienced North: | 
ampton defence, H 


Len Worley, back into the |. 
Loukes Park fold, came into the | 
side at outside-right and it was! 
the “C haltont onder) whe 
mesmerned the Cobblers inio 
making many ọf thei mistakes,” 


UNLUCKY WYCOMBE 


Alan Woan, lop-scorng winger 
with the biocknuster shot, tested 
Dennis Syrett with one scorching 
drive from faulty fifty yards, but 
it was the Wanderers who should 
have gone into an early lead, 
when brott, Bates and Worley all 
had shots charged down in the 
Northampton goalniouth, The 
valiant Livy saved hin vde a sec: 
ond time when he flung himselt 
at Rockell’y feet to intercept a 
lombn pass,” 


Tbe Wanderers defence tackled 
49 hard and us keenly as at any 


ume ths wasn. with Jimmy 
fruett among the Mot on the 
heid. Truett and Frer. 


indeed, usually had the measure 


of the Northampton for- 
l wards and cc atre-half John 
Fisher so dominated Barr» 


Hawhings that the centre-forward 
was shunted of to the Cobbler 
Fright wing for the second half. 


A Kickup header which grazed 
the post was the nearest North 
Lampton came to sconmg inthe 
| first half Wycombe had far 
more opportumiues but. wiii 
Paul Bates and Chif Troit well 
policed, the goals failed to 
materialise. : 


FO? SPEED 


The Wanderers began the eae! 
ond half as if they were gong 
to mn the Cobblers ragged. ig- 








noring the clinging mud, they 
padgered the Northampton de- 
tence with crisp passing move- 
ments at top speed, 


` Worley, for the second time, | 
comparatively Basy 












































































































































WYCOMBE Wanderers to 
beat Newport County by the 
odd goal. That’s the confident 
prediction from Blues sup- 
porters I interviewed before 
the Rothmians Isthmian 
League game against Enfield 
recently. 

Everyone, however, thought 
the game was going to be close. 
The fans took into account New- 
port’s poor away record and also 
the problems of the sloping 
Loakes Park pitch and the 
overall opinion was a Wycombe 
victory. 


Estimates at the size of the 
crowd were varied. Some 
thought this memorable occa- 
sion would attract 10,000 or 
more than ever and he added, 
pessimistic supporters couldn't 
see the attendance figures topp- 
ing more than 5,000, 


As for the support for 
Wycombe, Mr. David Johns of 
‘Cover Point,” 4 Freemantle 
Road, High Wycombe, had 
strong views. ‘I hope the town 
support their club because they 
deserve it. This draw is a great 
thing for the club, but I do not 
see more than five or 6,000 peo- 
ple watching the match,” he 
said. 


port, bu 


pl 





pna 





PAINEA EURT THORN 
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Mr, Johns was none too sure 

























































































DAVID JOHNS R 
.. strong views es 


about the result. “The advantage 
of the ground could upset New- 


win by the odd goal,” 


MRAR N 


STORY BY 
TERRY 
REEVE 


FDNAMA AMAA AA AE 


A supporter of the ‘Blues’ for 
25 years, 75 years old Mr, R. L. 


. TRENDALL 

















p 


t I think either side will quite con 


draw and I 







i 








league team, 


was asked 


always think 





.» optimistic 





y victory. 


| combe 
t Nonhampton forward line, broke 


. beat 


{2 post and rolled along the goal- 


{show from 
‘fore Fowler ran down the wing 


[tolo effort with a second goal, 








Trendall, of 26 The Close, Greys 
Road, Henley on Thames, was 


Wanderers victory, “It's a good 


great chance of beating them,” 
were his optimistic words. His 
reason for travelling from Oxon 
to see the Wanderers? “Because 
they are entertaining.” 

John Simmonds, 21 
Avenue, High Wycombe, was 
‘very pleased” with the draw. 
He rated Wycombe’s chances 
more than even and he added, 
‘With the crowd behind them 
they could win by the odd goal,” 


Young Stephen Cleale, of 10 
Limetree Close, Great Kingshill, 
said, ‘Newport are my favourite 


good as Wycombe, [ think the 
crowd will be about 10,000 and 
Wycombe will win 2-0 or 2-1,” 
{Not bad coming from a New- 
port supporter!) 
When Eva Birch, 
London Road, High Wycombe, 


Wanderers would win, she was 
quite adamant with her answer, 
“Why shouldn't 


Whenever Wycombe play I 


Alex Vukevic, of 191 Chair- 
borough Road, High Wycombe, 


DAVID FINCH 
. odd goal win 































































































ptoa, clalmtag 








went near before Paul Baies had 
shocking luck ‘after a scramble in 
tront of the Northampton goal. 


Then, to rub sat into Yy 
wounds ot frustrauon 
lommy Fowler, wily star of thy 





away and centred foc Kirkup to 
brett with a glancing 
header. p. 

Sul uddeterred, the Wan- 
derers hit hack with redouoled 
energy ina @id for the equaliser 
-and they 30 nearly succeeded 
when Trow’s shot cannoned oll 


line befory stiching in the mud. 


fe the eetee whieh followed, 
(be bali eas seal over the North: 
amplon line, oniy for a free kiek 
to be avarded for a foul om Elvy. 


Aa Wycomhe began to tire in 
the clostag stuges, Northampton 
took control for the first ime, 
and Dennis Syrett had to leap 
across his goal to parry a rocket 
ulleback Clay pole be- 


in the closing minute to finish a 





Jia Merag. 
(Captain's Rdle) 












































who went on tour to Yugoslavia 
with Wycombe last year, was 
slightly hesitant about the 
‘Blues’ chances, “I think we will 
beat them but only 1-0.” 


He didn’t know much about 
Newport County except for their 
poor away record, Mr, Vukovic 
added that Wycombe play better 
against professional sides, so 
their chances are more than 
teven. 


“Tremendous draw,” were the 
words of Mr. David Finch, of 27 
Tilling Crescent, High 
Wycombe. He was hopeful in all 
aspects about the game. “The 
slope will be an advantage to the 
Wanderers and this will give 
them a great chance of win- 
ning,” he said. Mr. Finch also 
expects a crowd of around 
10,000 to watch the match, He 
added that Newport will have 
“very little” of the crowd behind 
them because most of the crowd 
will be Wycombe supporters. 


John Bignell, of 18 St. 
George’s Close, High Wycombe, 
was not so enthusiastic about the 
crowd, He said, “I think the 
crowd will be about 5,500 and I 
will be surprised if there are 
more than 6,000,” But he added, 
“Wycombe will give them a 
good game and I think they will 
win.” 


fident about a 


think we stand a 


Chiltern 


but they are not as 


of 730 


if she thought 


we win? 


they will win.” 








JOHN BIGNELL 
.. . 5,500 crowd 


































































































































































































































































































One of the key men in the Newport County side, centre back Steve Aizlewood 
(right) heads across goal during a recent league match against Rotherham United. 





= Be ee 


Rod Jones of Newport (centre) in a heading duel with a Fulham defender watch- 
ed by former England international Alan Mullery (4) in a pre-season friendly at 


Somerton Park. 



















































































































































































in the First Round of 
the F.A. Cup 


YOU CAN ALWAYS 


BE ON THE WINNING 
SIDE with 



























































































































































208 WEST WYCO 
HIGH WYCOMBE, BUC 


who will be pleased to advise you on your 


LIFE ASSURANCE CAR INSURANCE 
HOUSEHOLD INSURANCE MORTGAGE 






































Contact us NOW and we will be pleased to 
formulate the right cover and policy for you. 


TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE 24303 
























































































































































